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PORTAL LAUNCH
e-SHRAM for
unorganised
workers
SAMIKSHA GOEL & New Dehi
THE government on Thursday
launched the e-SHRAM portal,

which aims to maintain a na-
tional database of approxi-
mately 38 crore workers in the
unorganised sector. Registra-
tions across the country have
begun from Thursday.

Upon registration on the
portal, the workers shall be is
sued an e-SHRAM card with a
12-digit unique Universal Ac-
count Number (UAN), through
which workers will be able to
access the benefits of various
social security schemes.

Every registered unorgan-
ised worker on eSHRAM por-
tal will be sanctioned acciden-
tal insurance cover of 2 lakh
for one year. If a worker regis-
tered with eSHRAM meets
with an accident, he will be eli-
gible for ¥2.0 lakh on death or
permanent disability and 1.0
lakh on partial disability

Unorganised workers across
the country can register either
by self enrolment through the
portal or through Common
Service Centres (CSC) or select
post offices. The Ministry of
Labour and Employment has
been allotted 2704 crore for
the project.
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Portal for
unorganised
workers opens

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

The Union Labour and Em-
ployment Ministry on
Thursday launched a por-
tal aiming to register 38
crore unorganised workers
in the country, eventually
to help in the implementa-
tion of social security
schemes. Workers would
have to register with their
Aadhaar numbers on the e-
Shram portal to generate
an e-Shram card with un-
iversal account numbers
(UANS) to access social se-
curity schemes. .
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Centre Unveils Database
on Unorganised Workers

Our Bureau

New Delhi: The labour mini-
stry on Thursday unveiled e-
shram portal—a National Da-
tabase for Unorganised Wor-
kers. It will be a single plat-
form for registering over 380
million unorganised workers
including migrant as well as
gig and platform workers.

Individuals registering at
the portal will get an accident
cover of %2 lakh for a year, the
cost for which will be borne by
the Centre All informal sector
and gig workers enrolling on
the portal will be allotted a 12-
digit universal account num-
ber (UAN) and a card that will
allow portability of schemes
and flow of welfare benefits to
these workers.

While registering, a worker
will need to mandatorily sha-

SINGLEPLATFORM
E-shram
portal will
beasingle

platform for registe-

ring over 380 million
unorganised workers

re their Aadhaar details, pri-
mary occupation, home state
and host state address, and
bank accountdetailsas well as
educational  qualifications
and skill sets.

Registration could be done
through any of the4lakh com-
mon service centres across In-
diaoronamobile.

The work on the portal was
fast-tracked after the Supreme

Court pulled up the govern-
ment for not having compre-
hensive data on unorganised
workers. The government had
faced a lot of difficulty in iden-
tifving migrant workers after
millions of them migrated
back to their villages in the
wake of loss of jobs and liveli-
hood during the first wave of
the pandemic.

“For the first time in the his-
tory of India, asystem isbeing
made to register 38 crore unor-
ganised workers, It willnoton-
Iy register them but would al-
so be helpful in delivering va-
rious social security schemes
being implemented by the cen-
tral and state governments,”
labour and employment mini-
ster Bhupinder Yadav said.

According to the minister,
the Centre is in talks with the
states for faster enrollment of
workers on the portal.
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Unorganised sector workers
loginto e-Shram platform

INDIVIAL DHASMANA
New Delhi, 26 August

About 165,000 workers in the unor-
ganised scctor registered themselves
on the e-Shram portal on the first day
ofits launch on Thursday.

‘I'he portal, which aims to build a
comprehensive database of unorga-
nised workers in the country, would
ensure the formalisation of the work-
force, industry bodies said.

Alter unveiling the portal, Labour
and Employment Minister
Bhupender Yadav said there were an
estimated 380 million workers in the
unorganised sector, and the platform
would help provide the benefits of
various central and state welfare
schemes to them, particularly in
times like these.

There are varying estimates of the
number of unorganised workers.

FOR THE WORKERS

p The Parliamentary Standing
Committee on Labour, headed by

BID MP Bhartruhari Mahtab, had last
year recommended a national database
of unorganised workers

p Abudget of ¥704 crore was allocated to
create e-Shram portal for this purpose

P InJune, the Supreme Court
questioned the delay in creating
the national database

p Thelogo of the portal was
unveiled onTuesday

The portal will provide benefits of various welfare schemes by Union

and states governments to workers of the unorganised sector

According to the Economic Survey
(2018-19), 93 per cent of the total
workforce in India is in the unorga-
nised sector. According to an esti-

mate, the total workforce in the coun-

Lry is 450 million. Ninety-three per

cent of this comes to 418.5 million.
Turn to Page Il .4 »
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