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Bhupender Yadav

CENTRE LAUNCHES
E-PORTAL FOR
UNORGANISED
SECTOR WORKERS

Deeksha Bhardwaj
letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The Centre on
Thursday launched the eSH-
RAM-portal, “a database of
urorganised workers” across
the country to enable them bet-
ter access to government
schemes and benefits.

“The eSHRAM portal will be
a game changer for having the
database of crores of unorga-
nised workers and linking
them to social security and
other schemes of the Govern-
ment from time to time,” the
government said in a state-
ment. “Though it is a big chal-
lenge but as always, the entire
country has risen to such type
of challenges. The eSHRAM
portal would {later] be handed
over to the States/Union Terri-
tories...”

On June 29, the Supreme
court, while hearing a case on
the plight of workers in the
unorganised sector, set a dead-
line of July 31 for the govern-
ment to “prepare a mecha-
nism” for the registration of
such workers. Last year, tens of
thousands of migrant workers
made an exodus on foot from
major cities following the strin-
gent national lockdown during
the first wave of Covid-19. In
September 2020, then labour
minister Santosh Gangwar told
Parliament that the govern-
ment had no data on how many
migrants left the cities or how
many of them died in the lock-
down.

The portal is a joint venture
between the labour and
employment ministry and com-
mon service-centres run by the
electronics and information
technology ministry, the people
auote above said.
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To register
unorganised
workers,
govt launches
e-SHRAM

ENS ECONOMIC BUREAU
NEW DELHI AUGUST 26

MINISTER OF Labour and
Employment Bhupender Yadav
on Thursday launched the
e-SHRAM portal and handed it
overto thestates/UTs for registra-
tion of unorganised workers
across the country. The govern-
mentaimstoregister 38 crore un-
organised workers such as con-
struction labourers, migrant
workforce, streetvendors anddo-
mestic workers, among others.

“For the first time in the his-
tory of India, a system is being
made to register 38 crore unor-
ganised workers. It will not only
register them but would also be
helpful indelivering various social
security schemes being imple-
mented by the Central and state
governments,” Yadav said.

The workers will be issued an
e-SHRAM card containing a 12
digitunique number, which going
ahead will help ininclusion of
these workers in social security
schemes, dificials said. “More than
38 crore unorganised workers in
the countrywill be registered un-
der one portaland the registration
under e-SHRAM istotally free and
workers do not have to pay any-
thing for hisor her registration at
Common Service Centres (CSCs)
or anywhere,” Labour Secretary
ApurvaChandrasaid.

“.. uponregistration, workers
shall be issued an e-SHRAM card
with a unique universal account
number and will beable toaccess
the benefits of the various social
security schemes through this
card anywhere anytime,” he said.

The govemment had earlier
missed deadlines for creating the
database, inviting criticism from
theSupreme Court. Aworker can
regssteron the portalusing his/her
Aadhaar card number and bank
accountdetails apart from filling
other necessary details like date
of birth, home town, mobile num-
ber, and social categpry. Detailed
guidelines for operationalisation
of the portal and mobilisation of
workers have already been issued
to the states/Union Territories, the
Labour Ministry said.
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Database for

Unorganised
Workers Unveiled

New Delhi: The labour mini-
stry Thursday unvelled e-shram
portal —a National Database for
Unorganised Workers. It will be
a single platform for registering
over 380 million unorganised
workers. Individuals registe-
ringat the portal will getanaccl-
dental cover of #2lakh fora year,
the cost for which will be borne
by the Centre. All informal sec-
tor and gig workers enrolling on
the portal will be allotted a 12.di-
git universal account number
(UAN)and a card that will allow
portability of schemes and flow
of welfare beneflts to these wor-
kers.—Our Bureau
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Unorganised sector workers
loginto e-Shram platform

INDIVJIAL DHASMANA
New Delhi, 26 August

About 165,000 workers in the unor-
ganised sector registered themselves
on the e-Shram portal on the first day
of its launch on Thursday.

The portal, which aims to build a
comprehensive database of unorga-
nised workers in the country, would
ensure the formalisation of the work-
force, industry bodies said.

After unveiling the portal, Labour
and Employment Minister
Bhupender Yadav said there were an
estimated 380 million workers in the
unorganised sector, and the platform
would help provide the benefits of
various central and state welfare
schemes to them, particularly in
times like these.

There are varying estimates of the
number of unorganised workers.

FOR THE WORKERS

p The Parliamentary Standing
Committee on Labour, headed by

BJD MP Bhartruhari Mahtab, had last
year recommended a national database
of unorganised workers

' p Abudget of¥704 crore was allocated to
create e-Shram portal for this purpose

P InJune, the Supreme Court
questioned the delay in creating
the national database

“% D Thelogo ofthe portal was
'» unveiled onTuesday

p The portal will provide benefits of various welfare schemes by Union

and states governments to workers of the unorganised sector

According to the Economic Survey
(2018-19), 93 per cent of the total
workforce in India is in the unorga-
nised sector. According to an esti-

mate, the total workforce in the coun-

try is 450 million. Ninety-three per

cent of this comes to 418.5 million.
Turn to Page Il,4 »
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